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Justified By Faith Apart From the Works of the Law

To: My beloved Pastors, Priests and Imam brothers,
You need to start sharing all your knowledge with the Laity!
Luther’s great breakthrough “legal night to gospel light” came after he had reached the point of
despair. Romans verse 3: 28 states:
Romans 3: 28 NIV
[For we maintain that a person is justified by faith apart from the works of the law.]

The traditional understanding, by many, is that St. Paul is talking about horizontal behavior
towards your fellow man. Because of this misunderstanding, people become discouraged from doing
"good deeds" for fear of being labeled a legalist or accused of "working for one's salvation". We
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believe very much that this misunderstanding is what's been causing the divisions, hatreds and the
discord in our world.
Contributing to this misunderstanding is that in orthodox Protestant teaching “the Law” came to
mean the Old Testament Sinaitic law, but shorn of its Jewish ceremonies. It became virtually
synonymous with the Ten Commandments. Large parts of the great Protestant catechisms,
therefore, were devoted to expositions of the Ten Commandments in order to bring both conviction
of sin (in preparation for the gospel; second use of the Law) and guidance for the duties of the
Christian life.
In addition, unknown by our Christian brethren, Jesus, and St. Paul in Galatians, used the word
"Law" and "Scriptures" interchangeably:

St. Paul was directing his anathema against the conservative, Hebrew-speaking Jewish Christians,
who were infiltrating his newly established Gentile churches (please also see photo below on page
5):
Galatians 2: 4 NIV
[This matter arose because some false brothers had infiltrated our ranks to spy on the
freedom we have in Christ Jesus and to make us slaves.]
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As the verse above states, slaves because they were returning back to Moses as the Mediator and
following his laws for instructions. And the freedom comes from Christ, when one moves away from
those old instructions:
Galatians 5: 1 NIV
[It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves
be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.]

But, these Christians insisted that Gentiles (Acts 15) must be circumcised, have a ceremonial
washing (i.e. baptized) into the Mosaic system of Law:
Acts 15: 5 NIV
[Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees stood up and said,
“The Gentiles must be circumcised and required to obey the law of Moses.”]
So Paul stated in Romans:

Romans 3: 28 NIV

["For we maintain that a person is justified (accepted into the Covenantal Promise to
Abraham) by faith apart from the works of the law.]

Undoubtedly, in the historical context, and in elaborate modernized terms, you could say St. Paul
was stating:
Romans 3: 28 NIV
["Stop coming to my churches to baptize or indoctrinate my people into your
denomination, because, you're justified by faith apart from your churchy works and bylaws
that comes from being a Baptist, Presbyterian, Catholic, Methodist, Jehovah's Witness,
Muslim etc., etc., etc.]

Moreover, St. Paul wrote that you do not get the Spirit by being churchy through observation of
the Mosaic religious system—or any religious system:
Galatians 3: 2, 5 NIV
[I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit by observing the
law, or by believing what you heard? [5] Does God give you his Spirit and work miracles
among you because you observe the law, or because you believe what you heard?]

So in reality, Christians unknowingly, have been "working for their salvation" through their churchy
works as were the Judaizers (i.e. conservative, Hebrew-speaking Jewish Christians) who opposed St.
Paul. These first Christians really did not like St. Paul and were often hostile towards him.
As doctor Martin Luther King Jr. would say, "Free at last, free at last, free at last". We say, “Free
at last, from all organized religion!”
APPENDIX
Below is a Link and a segment from Robert D. Brinsmead's excellent essay "Justification by Faith
Re-Examined":
http://greatest1command.com/cd1_justification_by_faith_reexamined.pdf
""The historical method has led us (i.e. Verdict Publications; 1981) to question the entire Latin
framework of Christian nomism. It has become obvious that we do not do justice to Paul when we
project Luther’s experience back to him and make him a first-century Lutheran. We can no longer
assume that the concerns behind Paul’s doctrine of justification by faith were the concerns of guiltridden man.
At this very point we discern a startling contrast between Paul’s doctrine of justification by faith
and the Reformers’ doctrine of justification by faith. Paul’s entire argument in Galatians and Romans
is (in the words of a scholar who uses the historical method) “against the necessity of keeping the
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law.” As Richard N. Longenecker, Morna D. Hooker and a host of other scholars who employ the
"Historical Method" now point out, Paul not only opposed the idea of keeping the law as a method
of salvation; he particularly opposed those Jewish Christians who urged Gentile Christians to
observe the Jewish Torah as the rule of life. In other words, the Judaizers in Galatia taught
something very similar to the Protestant idea of the third use of the law. As Nicholas Thomas Wright
says, “Paradoxically, the Lutheran tertius usus legis…turns out to be nearer to Paul’s opponents
than to Paul himself.”
Paul deals with this Jew/Gentile problem under the rubric of justification by faith.
Justification means “status of rightness within the covenant.” “To justify a man means to obtain
for him the place due to him within the covenant.” Justification primarily means the status of
rightness before God and acceptance into his fellowship. Yet this vertical relationship is inseparable
from the horizontal relationship. The Jew or Gentile Christian cannot condemn those whom God has
justified. Every Christian is bound to accept him whom God has accepted. This grounding of the
believer’s vindication in the verdict of God reinforces Paul’s appeal to accept each other in the one
body of Christ (Rom. 15: 7).
Failure of Jewish and Gentile believers to embrace each other would constitute a most serious
affront to the gospel, in which God’s justice has been manifested (Rom. 1: 17; 3: 25, 26). God’s
justice is his fidelity to his ancient promise to bless all nations through the Seed of Abraham. It is a
justice which stands for the oppressed and disadvantaged and helps those who have been denied
or deprived of their rights (Ps. 103: 6).
When Paul saw this new and amazing gift of the Spirit to the Gentile believers and their inclusion
by God in the new community of the Messiah, he knew that the age of the law was terminated. This
convinced him that justification was entirely apart from law— either its observance or nonobservance. Paul realized that the law code had acted as a barrier to cause hostility between Jew
and Gentile. Now Christ had abolished it (Eph. 2: 14, 15). “If you are led by the Spirit, you are not
under law” (Gal. 5: 18). “The grace of Christ and the truth of the gospel are denied when
circumcision or Sabbath-keeping or dietary restrictions are imposed.”" Or from any modern day
denominational creeds from any religious system!
Please continue with the full essay by following the Link above or in the vertual CD 1 at:
Greatest1command.com
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